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 (2016), a recom mendation  

w a s  m a d e  t h a t  a  R e p o s i t o r i e s  W o r k i n g  G r o u p  ( W G )  b e  c o n v e n e d .   T h i s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  

r e f l e c t s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  r e p o s i t o r i e s  h a v e  b e e n  g i v e n  a  s t r a t e g i c  r o l e  t o  p l a y  a t  an international 

level ( e . g .  H 2 0 2 0 ) ,  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l  ( e . g .  Higher Education Funding Council for England ’s  

(HEFCE) R esearch Excellence Framework  ( REF )  policy) ,  and institutional level.   

 

There is a wide variety in the nature, roles, and functions of repositories, including,  

but not limited to:  

 

�x Focus : institutionally -based or discipline-based  

�x Location: UK, UK -mirrored, international  

�x Deposit : author, mediated, publisher  

�x Access : open, public, discoverable 

�x Type of content : peer-reviewed articles and monographs, reports, working papers, 
 

�x Rights : clear/opaque, CC, others 

�x Preservation status : does the repository have a formal preservation function? 
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3. Membership  
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6.5  To improve discoverability, further work is needed to define services supporting open 

research that require a national approach. 

It is recommended that  

6.5.1  A study be conducted to explore the need for national repository solutions  

or ‘hubs’ for one or all of the big challenges – discoverability, sustssainability  

and preservation. This study will consider costs and benefits, and ultimately  

seek to define the guiding principles and services that a national hub will provide  

for the benefit of higher education institution s, and the advancement of the  

UK government's ambitions around open science.  
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