
https://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/










Open access efficiencies: report and recommendations 

Universities UK   5 

OA lifecycle 

The ‘OA lifecycle’ mapped and refined during the first day was used as the basis for 
subsequent analyses of information flow. For simplicity and consistency, we chose to focus 
on journal articles, and to draw up the lifecycle from the researcher or author’s perspective. 
To help with the analysis, the lifecycle was broken down into four phases: pre-submission; 
submission and peer review; acceptance and publication; and post-publication. Some 
activities spanned more than one of these phases, and these were analysed separately at each 
stage to highlight any differences in workflows in context.  
 
The stages identified within each phase were mapped out and used to highlight opportunities 
and challenges across the lifecycle. 
 

Pre-submission 
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Submission and peer review 
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