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They educate and develop the UK’s entrepreneurs with nine out of 10 universities
embedding entrepreneurship within _degree programmes, and the vast majority
(98%) provide extra-curricular support for enterprise and entrepreneurship. This
supports businesses with the skills and expertise they need to flourish.

Evidence from the Department for Education found that skills and labour, ‘driven by
large and positive contributions from postgraduate and first degree qualifications’,
was the only factor making a consistent contribution to productivity growth.

As part of universities’ many knowledge exchange activities, they have had nearly
600,000 interactions with businesses and non-commercial partners over the last five
years through contract research and consultancy. Research shows that collaborating
with universities leads to faster sales and job growth and has a positive effect on
business survival. For example, Oxford Brookes University has provided expert advice
to SMEs in Oxfordshire on how to reduce their carbon footprint and reach net zero
at six engaging network events.

Research that is happening in every part of the UK is among the best in the world -
over 80% was classified as ‘world leading’ or ‘internationally excellent’ in the latest
national assessment.

Universities commercialise research into new businesses. In 2020-21 there were
more than 21,000 active spin-outs, start-ups and social enterprises that emerged
from UK universities. Universities UK welcomed the independent review of university
spin-outs and the ambitions for universities, investors, and government to come
together to maximise opportunities for spin-outs.

Levelling-up:
Universities are the beating heart of local communities.

Universities promote local growth and skills through University Enterprise Zones
(UEZs). The Zones are specific geographical sites where universities and businesses
work together to increase local growth and innovation. In_addition to the initial
funding pot of £20 million, UEZs set up in 2019 were able to raise an additional £77.3
million
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the ‘Steel Stories’ exhibition which attracted over 30,000 visitors with 86% of visitors
reporting feeling pride in Teesside’s heritage after viewing the exhibition.

Universities are committed to widening participation and supporting
underrepresented groups to not only participation in higher education, but to thrive
during their studies and go on to achieve their potential. In 2021/22 the progression
rate into higher education for those eligible for free school meals was 29.2%, the
highest recorded level. There is still more to do, but universities will continue to
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