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Introduction 
This document includes case studies from our members on 
what they are doing to promote freedom of speech and 
academic freedom, and to prepare for their new duties as a 
result of the Higher Education (Freedom of Speech) Act.  
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• the event chair being a Society member who had completed the training for 
chairing high-risk events. 

What was the outcome? 

The event went ahead in June 2023 as planned with a high attendance and no 
disruption either before or during the event. The university received feedback from 
one of the event organisers that they were pleased the event could take place at 
King’s and were impressed with the thoroughness and fairness of the university’s 
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What are the intended outputs of the campaign? 

The campaign’s internal launch event showed there is strong interest from the 
university community in the topic, with almost 500 attendees in-person and online.  

The university is hosting an external event series and podcast series in 2023-2024 and 
releasing a digital toolkit, aimed at the public as well as the university community, 
which covers different topics from disagreeing well across generations, to politics, to 
online behaviour. The university has been promoting the campaign over the summer 
through internal events, articles, an upcoming op-ed and continued parliamentary 
engagement, such as ‘Disagreeing Well’ events at the 2023 party conferences.  

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/news/2023/jul/disagreeing-well-essential-skill-everyone
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University of Birmingham: 
student training 
The University of Birmingham is a large and highly diverse university, with over 
38,000 students from more than 150 countries with many different backgrounds and 
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The statement also includes the assertion that the university is not a public square. 
This means that the university is a stronghold of free speech, but it is not open to all 
comers, stressing that the university is not obliged to provide a platform to those 
with no relevant expertise or who promote views at odds with objective facts. 

The university’s policies continue to be designed to ensure that debates about 
controversial ideas are peaceful and civil and take place within the law, and that 
participants in these debates are not made to feel intimidated or censored. 

It is expected that the statement will be a living document which will be reviewed 
periodically and as it is stress-tested in operation. The first review started in summer 
2023, in response to the passing of the new legislation. It is not intended to cover 
every case which will arise, but it is hoped that it provides a strong starting point for 
addressing many free speech issues including the more challenging situations which 
may occur. 
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What is the intended outcome of this approach? 

gin1
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