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1. Introduction  

The UK and Japan have diverse, high-quality higher education systems that foster 

international collaboration in science and research. Both countries are global research 

and innovation powerhouses and share a strong bilateral relationship, developed 

through direct collaboration, inter-institutional partnerships and, more rarely, by 

consortia of institutions.  

In October 2020, the UK and Japan signed the UKςJapan Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership Agreement2. As such, Japan was the first nation to sign a significant trade 

deal with the UK as an independent trading nation. The agreement demonstrates both 

ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΩ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘǊŀŘŜΣ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ 

industries.  

In recent years, a key goal for UK science and innovation has been to strengthen and 

diversify its international partnerships. Science, research and innovation also feature 

ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ Ǉƻǎǘ-Covid socioeconomic recovery plan and strategy for 

future international engagement.3  

Meanwhile, Japan continues to diversify its academic body, attract more international 

students, and further develop international cooperation in science and research.4 The 

current policy environment in both countries favours innovation and investment in 

international cooperation. 

University collaboration is a driving force for sustainable and effective partnerships 

between nations in science, research, and innovation. This report assesses the current 

levels of research collaboration between the UK and Japan and suggests future 

opportunities for cooperation between the two countries.  

The first section outlines the characteristics of the Japanese higher education system. 

The second assesses the research and innovation landscape in both Japan and the UK. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/uk-japan-comprehensive-economic-partnership-agreement
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/the-integrated-review-2021
https://figshare.com/articles/report/Japanese_Collaboration_in_the_Global_Research_Landscape/7296854
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2. Higher education and 
research in Japan: an 
overview 

Summary: 

¶ The Japanese higher education system is well developed, highly autonomous 
and a world leader in various disciplines.  

¶ Public funding for higher education is increasing every year in Japan. 

¶ Japan has a clear ambition to build on its world-leading position in higher 
education with recent policy reforms aimed at supporting its higher education 
sector to answer global societal, health and economic challenges. 

¶ The internationalisation of higher education has been supported by several 
government initiatives; however, student mobility remains relatively low.  

¶ Future challenges to higher education include a shrinking population limiting 
the potential pool of students entering higher education. 
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FIGURE 1: TERTIARY-LEVEL INSTITUTIONS IN JAPAN  

 

Source: World Education News and Reviews, Education in Japan, 18 February 2021  

 

FIGURE 2: TYPES OF QUALIFICATION IN JAPAN  

 

Source: Higher Education System in Japan 

Japan has a large and high-quality higher education sector. In 2021

https://wenr.wes.org/2021/02/education-in-japan
https://www.japaneducation.info/higher-education
https://www.statista.com/statistics/647382/japan-university-number-by-type/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/647929/japan-number-university-students/
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years. A decline in enrolment figures is anticipated to have significant implications for 

the higher education sector.  

DǊƻǿǘƘ ƛƴ ƻǳǘǿŀǊŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ Ƴƻōƛƭƛǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Ψ¢ƻōƛǘŀǘŜΗ wȅǳƎŀƪǳ 

WŀǇŀƴΩ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΣ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ƛƴ нлмо ōȅ ǘƘŜ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƻ 

double the number of Japanese students studying abroad from 60,000 in 2010 to 

120,000 by 2020. However, overall outward student mobility remains relatively limited. 

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ WŀǇŀƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ hǾŜǊǎŜŀǎ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎΩ όW!h{ύ нлнм Survey on the 

Number of Japanese Studying Abroad,7 the number of Japanese students studying 

abroad was 77,953 in 2019.8 This represents a contraction from 2018, when an 

estimated 80,556 students studied abroad. The numbers saw a further unprecedented 

contraction due to Covid-19 in 2020, dropping to just 18,374.  

The lateǎǘ Řŀǘŀ ŦǊƻƳ WŀǇŀƴΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ International Students Survey shows that in 2020 

there were 279,597 international students9 studying in Japan in all types of courses, at 

all levels of study.10 This represents a 10.4% decrease from 2019, when 312,214 

international students studied in Japan.11 

 

2.2 Regulation of higher education  
 

WŀǇŀƴΩǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ƛǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Ministry of Education, Culture, 

Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT). In the case of private institutions, the minister 

seeks advice from the Council for University Chartering and School Corporation, 

established within MEXT, which reviews the quality of institutions based on the 

https://www.felca.org/jaos-2021-survey-on-the-number-of-japanese-studying-abroad/


THE UK-JAPAN RELATIONSHIP  7 

2.3 Funding for higher education  

 

hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǘŀōƭŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ WŀǇŀƴΩǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿ ƭŜǾŜƭ 

of public expenditure on higher education relative to the size of the total economy. 

The Japanese Government, through MEXT, contributes to the public funding of higher 

education institutions through several channels, including institutional and non-

institutional funding. The overall share of public expenditure on higher education 

institutions, 1.6% in 2018, was one of the lowest in the OECD12. This figure as a 

percentage of GDP in Japan equates to 0.4%.13 

Private expenditure is the main source of funding for the Japanese higher education 

sector. The share of private expenditure on higher education, reaching 68% in 2018, is 

among the highest in the OECD14. This figure as a percentage of GDP equates to 0.9%.15 

¢ǳƛǘƛƻƴ ŦŜŜǎ ƛƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ WŀǇŀƴ ŀǊŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 

programme across OECD countries. In Japan, the average debt a student has upon 

graduation is JPY 3,673,684 (GBP 21,951) .16  

While public expenditure on higher education is limited, education (at all levels) and 

science jointly receive one of the largest budgets of the national governmentΩs 

general account, with total expenditure reaching JPY6.8 trillion in 2021, representing 

5.4% of total government spending.17 

 

2.4 Funding agencies  

 

The primary funding agencies for R&D in Japan are the Japan Society for Promotion of 

Science (JSPS), Japan Science and Technology Agency (JST), Japan Agency for Medical 

Research and Development (AMED) and New Energy and Industrial Technology 

Development Organization (NEDO).  

_______________ 

12 OECD, Education at Glace 2021, available at: Education at Glance, 2021 What is the total public spending on 
education? | Education at a Glance 2021: OECD Indicators | OECD iLibrary (oecd-ilibrary.org) 
13 https://www.statista.com/statistics/707557/higher-education-spending-share-gdp/ 
14 https://data.oecd.org/eduresource/private-spending-on-education.htm 
15 https://www.statista.com/statistics/707557/higher-education-spending-share-gdp/ 
16 OECD, Education at Glance 2020, p.293, available at: OECD iLibrary | Education at a Glance 2019: OECD 
Indicators (oecd-ilibrary.org) 
17 This budget focuses on the promotion of culture, education and science in Japan. More details:  
https://www.mof.go.jp/english/policy/budget/budget/fy2021/02.pdf 
 

https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-kadai/
https://www.jst.go.jp/EN/
https://www.amed.go.jp/en/
https://www.nedo.go.jp/english/
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/education/education-at-a-glance-2021_0fab223e-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/education/education-at-a-glance-2021_0fab223e-en
https://www.statista.com/statistics/707557/higher-education-spending-share-gdp/
https://data.oecd.org/eduresource/private-spending-on-education.htm
https://www.statista.com/statistics/707557/higher-education-spending-share-gdp/
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/education/education-at-a-glance-2019_f8d7880d-en;jsessionid=WtcBSBJhcX0NNxFtGYQkhrAy.ip-10-240-5-164
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/education/education-at-a-glance-2019_f8d7880d-en;jsessionid=WtcBSBJhcX0NNxFtGYQkhrAy.ip-10-240-5-164
https://www.mof.go.jp/english/policy/budget/budget/fy2021/02.pdf


https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/881014/Japan_snapshot.pdf


THE UK-JAPAN RELATIONSHIP  9 

2.5 Recent higher education and research 

policy reforms  

 

Over the past three decades, the Japanese Government has been focussing on 

improving the quality, diversity, and impact of higher education through the 

implementation of internationalisation policies. One of the first efforts to attract 

ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨмллΣллл ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǇƭŀƴΩΣ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ƛƴ мфуоΦ19 

Policies such as the Inter-University Exchange Project (Reinventing Japan Project), the 

Project for Promotion of Human Resources Development, and the Global 30 Project ς 

Establishing University Network for Internationalization, were amoƴƎ a9·¢Ωǎ 

internationalisation initiatives that ran in 2011 and 2012.  

Since 2012, the Japanese Government has introduced a number of internationalisation 

ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƛƳ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ 

international experiences, develop international student exchange programmes, and 

incentivise foreign researchers and academics to join Japanese institutions.20 Some of 

https://www.mext.go.jp/en/policy/education/highered/title02/detail02/sdetail02/1373893.htm
https://www.mext.go.jp/en/policy/education/highered/title02/detail02/sdetail02/1373895.htm
https://www.mext.go.jp/en/policy/education/highered/title02/detail02/sdetail02/1373894.htm
https://www.mext.go.jp/en/policy/education/highered/title02/detail02/sdetail02/1373894.htm
https://www.mext.go.jp/en/policy/education/highered/title03/detail03/__icsFiles/afieldfile/2012/06/19/1302653_1.pdf
https://www.mext.go.jp/en/policy/education/highered/title03/detail03/__icsFiles/afieldfile/2012/06/19/1302653_1.pdf
https://www.mext.go.jp/en/policy/education/highered/title02/detail02/1373875.htm
https://tgu.mext.go.jp/en/
https://tobitate.mext.go.jp/about/
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https://www8.cao.go.jp/cstp/kihonkeikaku/5basicplan_en.pdf
https://www8.cao.go.jp/cstp/english/moonshot/basicapproach_en.pdf


https://www8.cao.go.jp/cstp/english/sti_basic_plan.pdf
http://www.mext.go.jp/en/policy/science_technology/researchpromotion/title01/detail01/1374076.htm
https://www.mext.go.jp/content/20201201-mxt_gakjokik-000004681_01.pdf


THE UK

https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-kadai/
http://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-di/index.html
https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20210203130630432


 

 

3. Research and innovation in 
Japan and the UK: a 
comparative overview  

Summary: 

¶ Investment in R&D is a priority for both the UK and Japanese governments in 
the long-term.  

¶ Higher education institutions in both countries are leaders in innovation, 
scientific discovery and technological advancement. 

¶ Both countries produce high-quality and influential research.  

¶ The UK and Japanese R&D sectors have specific strengths in complementary 
fields. 

3.1 Total expenditure on Research and 
Development  

TABLE 1: COMPARATIVE VIEW OF JAPAN AND UK RESEARCH LANDSCAPE: 
EXPENDITURE ON R&D (2019)  
 

 Japan UK 

Gross expenditure on R&D (GERD)   GBP 122 billion/ 

JPY 19.6 trillion 

GBP 38.5 billion/ 

JPY 6.2 trillion 

Domestic GERD (as % of GDP) 3.24 1.76 

Business GERD (as % of GDP) 2.59 0.95 

Government GERD (as % of GDP) 0.48 0.45 

Source: OECD Main Science and Technology Indicators, vol. 2020, issue 2, available at: 

https://www.oecd.org/sti/msti.htm 



 

 

R&D is a priority area for public funding for both the UK and Japan. According to the 

Japan Statistics Bureau, in FY 322020 

http://www.stat.go.jp/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japan
https://www.stat.go.jp/english/data/kagaku/1548.html
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/governmentpublicsectorandtaxes/researchanddevelopmentexpenditure/bulletins/ukgovernmentexpenditureonscienceengineeringandtechnology/2020


 

 

industry and the automotive manufacturing industry, spending GBP 4.8 billion (JPY 771 

billion) and GBP 3.4 billion (JPY 547 billion), respectively (Figure 6).36  

In March 2022, the Department of Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS) in 

the UK announced the largest ever research and development budget, worth GBP 39.5 

billion over the period 2022-2025. It aims to support the gƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ ŀ 

science superpower, and delivery of the Innovation Strategy. 37 

FIGURE 6: TOP 10 BUSINESS SECTORS IN TERMS OF R&D EXPENDITURE IN THE UK, 2019 

 
Source: Research & Development Spending, Briefing Paper, UK House of Commons, 16 March 2021 

https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/SN04223/SN04223.pdf
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/SN04223/SN04223.pdf
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/sn04223/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-announces-plans-for-largest-ever-rd-budget#:~:text=The%20%C2%A339.8%20billion%20R%26D,ambitions%20as%20a%20science%20superpower
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-announces-plans-for-largest-ever-rd-budget#:~:text=The%20%C2%A339.8%20billion%20R%26D,ambitions%20as%20a%20science%20superpower


 

 

FIGURE 7: UK DOMESTIC GROSS EXPENDITURE ON R&D BY FUNDING SECTOR IN 

CONSTANT PRICES, 2014ς2019 

 

Source: Office for National Statistics, Gross Domestic Expenditure on research and development, UK, 2018, 

accessed 7 June 2021.  

 

 

3.2 Numbers of researchers   

TABLE 2: 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/governmentpublicsectorandtaxes/researchanddevelopmentexpenditure/bulletins/ukgrossdomesticexpenditureonresearchanddevelopment/2018


 

 

According to the OECD, there were 689,889 full-time researchers (in academia and 
industry) in Japan in 2020, up from 678,134 in 2018.38 
  
While the vast majority academics and researchers in tertiary-level institutions are 
Japanese, efforts to internationalise the academic and research body are increasing. 
!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ a9·¢Ωǎ hǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ 9ȄŎƘŀƴƎŜǎΣ моΣнул ŦƻǊeign 
researchers came to Japan for medium- to long-ǘŜǊƳ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴ нлмфΦ39If short-term 
researchers are added, then there was a total of 34,678 inbound researchers that year, 
down 4,646 from the previous year, due to the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic at the 
end of the 2019 fiscal year (early 2020).40 
  
In the UK, international academic staff and researchers have traditionally formed a 
large proportion of the total numbers of researchers. In 2019 there were 316,295 full-
time researchers, up from an estimated 305,795 in 2018.41 In the 2019ς20 academic 
year, 35.6% of all academic staff at UK institutions were carrying out research 
functions, and 36.6% of all academic research staff were international.42 

3.3 Output and publication quality  

  TABLE 3: RESEARCH OUTPUTS AND PERFORMANCE METRICS IN JAPAN AND UK 
 

  Japan  UK  

Total research outputs, 2016-2021*  
   

831,994  
  

мΣортΣтнл   

Share of research outputs among most highly 
cited, 2016ς2021 (%)*  
   

8.1  16.5  

https://www.nippon.com/en/japan-data/h01034/


 

 

Over the last ten years, research output from Japanese authors has grown steadily,43 
reaching 831,994 publications in the 2016ς

https://figshare.com/articles/report/Japanese_Collaboration_in_the_Global_Research_Landscape/7296854
https://figshare.com/articles/report/Japanese_Collaboration_in_the_Global_Research_Landscape/7296854


 

 

The domestic workforce is highly educated and includes a substantial proportion of 

researchers, ranking ninth globally.49 Japanese research has a noticeable impact on the 

economy and industry, with over 10,000 patents citing scholarly output published in 

Japan between 2017 and 2021.  

 

 

FIGURE 8: Country comparison by citation impact (FWCI) 2007-2020 

 

 
The UK produces world-leading research, known for its high quality, integrity and 

ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ŦƛŜƭŘ-weighted citation impact has been ranked first in the G7 

every year since 2007, varying between 1.2 and 1.6. hŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ŎƛǘŜŘ 

publications in 2020, 16.2% were produced in the UK.50 

! ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ƻǳǘǇǳǘ ƛǎ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ Ƨƻƛƴǘƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ 
international partner, reaching 58% in 2019ς20. This makes the UK the second most 
internationally collaborative country in the G7, after France, and is significantly higher 
than the OECD average.51 The ¦YΩǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ 

https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/sites/8f7fecd9-en/index.html?itemId=/content/component/8f7fecd9-en
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/815400/International_comparison_of_the_UK_research_base__2019._Accompanying_note.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/815400/International_comparison_of_the_UK_research_base__2019._Accompanying_note.pdf


 

 

4. Japan

https://www.mext.go.jp/content/20200117-mxt_kagkoku-000004191_02.pdf
https://www.mext.go.jp/content/20200117-mxt_kagkoku-000004191_02.pdf


 

 

Australia 12,888   3.78 

South Korea 11,608   2.85 

Italy 11,055   4.22 

Canada 10,860   4.05 

Spain 8,345   4.81 

Source: SciVal® database, accessed 09 June 2022  

4.2 Research mobility  

a9·¢Ωǎ нлмф {ǳǊǾŜȅ ƻŦ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊ Exchanges53 provides data on incoming and 

outbound mobile academic researchers in Japan between 1997 and 2017. It 

demonstrates that over the past 30 years, Japanese researchers have been increasingly 

active internationally.  

4.2.1 Outbound mobility 

The total number of outbound mobile Japanese researchers in 2017 was 174,602, up 

24.1% from 140,731 in 2010.  

¦ƴŘŜǊ W{t{Ωǎ Institutional Program for Young Researcher Overseas Visits,54 there has 

been a temporary rise in the number of outbound mobile scholars. However, overall 

numbers of mid- to long-term mobile researchers going to North America and Asia 

have declined slightly over the past five years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________ 

53 MEXT, Survey of Researcher Exchanges, 2019. 
54 https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-daikokai/index.html 

Where do Japanese researchers go? 

Since 2002, the most popular destinations for Japanese researchers have been 

the US, Taiwan, China, South Korea, the UK and Germany (although not always in 

this order). 



https://www.mext.go.jp/content/20200117-mxt_kagkoku-000004191_02.pdf


 

 

FIGURE 10: NUMBERS OF OUTBOUND MOBILE RESEARCHERS BY GENDER (MEDIUM- 

AND LONG-TERM MOBILE RESEARCHERS), 2014-2017 

 

Source: MEXT, 2019 Survey of Researcher Exchanges  

 

4.2.2 Inbound mobility 

In 2017, the total number of inbound mobile international researchers was 39,473, up 

5.4% from 37,453 in 2010.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3,317 3,269 3,262
3,118

894 862 837 892

380
284 264 308

0

500

1,000

1,500

2,000

2,500

3,000

3,500

2014 2015 2016 2017

male female NA

Where do international researchers come from? 

The largest cohorts of inbound mobile researchers come from the USA, China, 

South Korea, UK, France and Taiwan. 

https://www.mext.go.jp/content/20200117-mxt_kagkoku-000004191_02.pdf


 

 



 

 



 

 

5.2 UK-Japan research output  

The UKςJapanese partnership produces high-quality scientific outputs. Although in 



 

 

5.3 Japan-UK mobility  

5.3.1 Japanese students in UK institutions  

 

The presence of Japanese full-time students in the UK is limited, particularly when 

compared to student numbers from other countries. The number of Japanese full-time 

students enrolled on courses in the UK in 2020ς21 has dropped by over a third since 

2007ς08 from 4,470 to 2,795. 

In 2019, the UK ranked third (behind the US and Australia) among preferred 

international study destinations for Japanese students.58 However, there were still only 

2,684 full-time equivalent Japanese students studying in the UK,59 compared to 

14,730 students (almost six times more) enrolled on courses in the US.60  

5.3.2 Japanese staff in UK institutions  
 

The number of Japanese academic and research staff working in UK universities has 

almost doubled, from 470 in 2004ς05 to 770 in 2020-21, equivalent to 0.2% of all 

international staff. Of these staff, 29.5% carry out teaching duties only, 25.6% 

concentrate on research, and 28.8% combine both functions. However, the reverse is 

true of young academic and research staff (aged 35 or under), 56% of whom are 

involved in research-only activities. As shown in figure 12, in 2020-21, 52.1% of all 

Japanese staff in UK universities were aged 36ς50; the next most populous group was 

individuals aged 51ς65.61 

Figure 12: Japanese staff in UK universities per age group 2020-21  

 

_______________ 

58 UIS.stat data, last accessed June 2022 
59 HESA Student Records, accessed June 2022 
60 UIS.stat data, last accessed June 2022  
61 HESA Staff Records, accessed June 2022. 

35 years and under, 
17.70%

36-50 years, 52.10%

51-65 years, 29.00%

66 years and over, 
1.20%



 

 

6. The future of UK-Japan 
collaboration  

 

¶ UK–Japan ties in research and development are strong, but enhanced 
cooperation will benefit both sides.  

¶ Government-subsidised funding has played an important role in the 
advancement of strategic partnerships on both sides and will contribute to 
both countries’ R&D strategies in the long term. 

¶ The existing frameworks for collaboration in research could be enhanced 
through increased funding for research in strategic fields of science, 
technology and innovation. 

¶ Supporting student and staff mobility between Japan and the UK brings many 
benefits to institutions and can contribute to world-leading research and 
scientific discoveries. 

 

The UK and Japan already have a strong partnership in research and innovation. There 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/g7-2021-research-compact


 

 

collaboration. The COP-26 UN Climate Change Conference in November 202164 

represented another major opportunity to foster new research collaborations focussed 

on addressing global challenges.  

These developments highlight the opportunities to strengthen the cooperation 

between the UK and Japan and to encourage more, and more diverse, collaborations 

in R&D between the two countries.  

WŀǇŀƴΩǎ Sixth Science and Technology Basic Plan, which will invest JPY120 trillion public 

and private investment into R&D between 2021 and and t.7Wa represents further 

opportunities for collaboration. Among the strategic aims of the programme are 

building diplomatic relations with other governmentsa boosting joint research 



 

 

combined with greater opportunities for mobility and exchange between institutions, 

would be welcome. Furthermore, a proactive regional diversification campaign would 

ensure that researchers do not end up concentrated in London institutions. 

Student mobility can be a driver of future research partnerships. Existing schemes, such 

ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ¢ǳǊƛƴƎ {ŎƘŜƳŜ65 ŀƴŘ WŀǇŀƴΩǎ Tobitate! Study Abroad66 initiative, can be 

deployed to encourage increased student mobility in both directions. 

In addition, the various research funding platforms, such as RENKEI and 



 

 

7. Conclusion  
 

The UK and Japan share long-standing traditions in international cooperation, strong 

leadership positions in the G7, and a deep commitment to science, technology and 

ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ōƻƻǎǘƛƴƎ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 



 

 

8. Annexe  

 

8.1 Case studies  

8.1.1 MEXT Scholarships  

MEXT Scholarships are funding opportunities for UK graduates to pursue independent 

research or enrol on a taught course in a Japanese higher education institution.67 The 

aim is to internationalise the domestic higher education sector and provide 

opportunities for talented 

https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-inv/index.html


https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-core_to_core/index.html
https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-c2c/data/Outline_of_the_Program.pdf
https://epsrc.ukri.org/files/funding/calls/2020/epsrc-jsps-core-to-core-collaboration-in-advanced-functional-materials/


 

https://www.riken.jp/en/
https://www.nims.go.jp/eng/
https://www.qst.go.jp/site/qst-english/
http://www.jamstec.go.jp/e/
https://www.jaea.go.jp/english/
https://global.jaxa.jp/
https://www.bosai.go.jp/e/index.html
https://www.aist.go.jp/index_en.html
https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/
https://www.jst.go.jp/EN/
https://www.amed.go.jp/en/
https://www.nedo.go.jp/english/
https://www.ukri.org/opportunity/addressing-covid-19-challenges-with-japanese-researchers/
https://www.ukri.org/opportunity/addressing-covid-19-challenges-with-japanese-researchers/


 

 

United Kingdom:  

8.2.3 Funding agencies  

¶ UKRI UK Research and Innovation 

¶ AHRC Arts and Humanities Research Council  

¶ BBSRC Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council  

¶ ESRC Economic and Social Research Council  

¶ EPSRC Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council  

¶ Innovate UK 

¶ MRC Medical Research Council  

¶ NERC Natural Environment Research Council   

¶ RE Research England  

¶ STFC Science and Technology Facilities Council  
  

8.2.4 Collaboration opportunities  

Scholarships and fellowships  

¶ Harasawa Fellowship 

¶ MEXT Undergraduate and Postgraduate Scholarships 

¶ Student Exchange Support Program Scholarship for Short-term Study in 
Japan  

¶ John Crump Studentship (Final-stage PhD scholarship)  

¶ Conference Attendance Support for Postgraduate Students 

¶ Japanese Studies Event Top-up Funding 

¶ DAIWA Scholarships for Japanese Studies  

¶ DAIWA grants and awards to institutions and individuals  

¶ The Ivan Morris Memorial Prize 

¶ Butterfield Awards 

¶ Sasakawa Japanese Studies Postgraduate Studentship Program 

¶ Royal Society Wolfson Visiting Fellowship 

 

Study exchanges  

¶ Tobitate! (Leap for Tomorrow) Study Abroad Initiative 

¶ Japan Exchange and Teaching Program 

¶ Japan Experience Study Tour 

¶ International Fellowships  

¶ 

https://www.ukri.org/
https://www.ukri.org/councils/ahrc/
https://www.ukri.org/councils/bbsrc/
https://www.ukri.org/councils/esrc/
https://www.ukri.org/councils/epsrc/
https://www.ukri.org/councils/innovate-uk/
https://www.ukri.org/councils/mrc/
https://www.ukri.org/councils/nerc/
https://www.ukri.org/councils/research-england/
https://www.ukri.org/councils/stfc/
https://www.jrs.or.jp/modules/english/index.php?content_id=2
https://www.uk.emb-japan.go.jp/itpr_en/mext_postgrad.html
https://www.jasso.go.jp/en/study_j/scholarships/short_term.html
https://www.jasso.go.jp/en/study_j/scholarships/short_term.html
https://www.bajs.org.uk/funding-and-prizes/john-crump-studentship/
https://www.bajs.org.uk/funding-and-prizes/conference-support/
https://www.bajs.org.uk/funding-and-prizes/japanese-studies-event-top-up-funding/
https://dajf.org.uk/scholarships/japanese-studies
https://dajf.org.uk/daiwa-foundation-small-grants-and-awards
https://www.bajs.org.uk/funding-and-prizes/ivan-morris-memorial-prize/
http://www.gbsf.org.uk/butterfieldawards/
http://www.gbsf.org.uk/studentships/#:~:text=The%20Sasakawa%20Japanese%20Studies%20Postgraduate%20Studentship%20Programme%2C%20supports%20the%20development,annually%2C%20each%20worth%20%C2%A310%2C000.
https://royalsociety.org/grants-schemes-awards/grants/royal-society-wolfson-visiting-fellowship/
https://tobitate.mext.go.jp/about/english.html#:~:text=Young%20Ambassador%20Program-,The%20Tobitate!,seven%20years%20through%20to%202020.
http://jetprogramme.org/en/
http://www.gbsf.org.uk/other-programmes/japan-experience-study-tour/
https://www.leverhulme.ac.uk/international_fellowships
https://www.leverhulme.ac.uk/study-abroad-studentships
https://www.leverhulme.ac.uk/visiting-professorships
https://www.leverhulme.ac.uk/visiting-professorships
https://www.turing-scheme.org.uk/
https://royalsociety.org/grants-schemes-awards/grants/international-exchanges/


 

 

¶ Wellcome Trust Master’s Studentships in Humanities and Social Sciences  

¶ Japan Foundation (London)’s Japanese Studies and Intellectual Exchanges 

 

8.2.5 Platforms for international research engagement   

¶ DAIWA Foundation Awards for collaborative projects enabling institutional 
partnership  

¶ European Cooperation in Science and Technology (COST)  

¶ Horizon Europe  

¶ JSPS’s KAKENHI – Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research   

¶ JSPS Programs 

¶ Royal Society Newton Fellowships  

https://wellcome.org/grant-funding/schemes?page=1
https://jpf.org.uk/japanesestudies/funding.php#local
https://dajf.org.uk/daiwa-foundation-small-grants-and-awards/daiwa-foundation-awards
https://dajf.org.uk/daiwa-foundation-small-grants-and-awards/daiwa-foundation-awards
https://www.cost.eu/
https://www.cost.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/horizon-europe_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/horizon-europe_en
https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-grants/grants01.html
https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/programs/index.html
https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/programs/index.html
https://royalsociety.org/news/2013/newton-international-fellowships/
http://japanfoundation.novartis.org/en/programs/index.html
http://japanfoundation.novartis.org/en/programs/index.html
https://www.belmontforum.org/about/
https://www.hfsp.org/
https://www.ukri.org/opportunity/
https://www.britishcouncil.jp/en/programmes/higher-education/university-industry-partnership/renkei
https://www.britishcouncil.jp/en/programmes/higher-education/university-industry-partnership/renkei


mailto:info@universitiesuk.ac.uk
mailto:universitiesuk@ac.uk
https://twitter.com/������ƵUK
https://www.facebook.com/������ƵUK1/
https://www.instagram.com/universitiesuk/
mailto:info@international.ac.uk
/Users/Megan/Desktop/From%20client/universitiesuk.ac.uk/universities-uk-international
/Users/Megan/Desktop/From%20client/universitiesuk.ac.uk/universities-uk-international
https://twitter.com/UUKIntl
mailto:info@international.ac.uk
mailto:info@international.ac.uk
file:///G:/Freelance/UUK/0001_Template/UUKi/universitiesuk.ac.uk/universities-uk-international
file:///G:/Freelance/UUK/0001_Template/UUKi/universitiesuk.ac.uk/universities-uk-international
https://twitter.com/UUKIntl
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