
 

 

Briefing note on continued higher education and research collaboration through 
European Union programmes 
 
UK and European institutions have a strong history of collaborating through EU higher education and 
research and innovation programmes. Despite the uncertainty created by the UK’s decision to leave the 
EU, it is vital to note that at present there is no change to UK’s status in Erasmus+ and Horizon 
2020. Therefore, we would like to encourage European universities to continue to pursue collaborative 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/joint_report.pdf


 

 

concerned to apply to obtain status conferring the rights of residence and be issued with a residence 
document. EU nationals living in the UK will be able to apply for ‘settled status’ if they have been a 
resident in the UK for five years. They can do so when the application portal opens. This is likely to be 
towards the end of 2018 and it will remain open for at least two years. EU nationals who have been in 
the UK for less than that, are entitled to remain in the UK to build up five years residency and then apply. 
Those with settled status will be able to leave the UK for up to five years without losing their status. The 
UK government is seeking to make this process as light touch as possible.  
 
 
UK Government Financial Guarantees 
 
One caveat applies to the issues agreed to i

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/chancellor-philip-hammond-guarantees-eu-funding-beyond-date-uk-leaves-the-eu
https://www.ukro.ac.uk/authoring/public/Documents/171023_h2020_qa_underwrite.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-17/108312/

