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INTRODUCTION
,Q�$SULO�������WKH�+LJKHU�(GXFDWLRQ�DQG�5HVHDUFK�$FW�UHFHLYHG�UR\DO�DVVHQW��7KLV�SLHFH�RI�
OHJLVODWLRQ��ZKLFK�LV�WKH�¿UVW�PDMRU�UHJXODWRU\�UHIRUP�WR�WKH�8.�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ�VHFWRU�LQ����\HDUV��
LV�SULPDULO\�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�WZR�QHZ�ERGLHV�WR�UHJXODWH�DQG�IXQG�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ�
SURYLGHUV��WKH�2I¿FH�IRU�6WXGHQWV��2I6��DQG�8.�5HVHDUFK�DQG�,QQRYDWLRQ��8.5,���$QQH[H�$�
SURYLGHV�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�FKDQJHV�PDGH�WR�WKH�OHJLVODWLRQ�GXULQJ�LWV�SDVVDJH�WKURXJK�SDUOLDPHQW��
PDQ\�RI�ZKLFK�ZHUH�VHFXUHG�E\�SRVLWLYH�HQJDJHPHQW�EHWZHHQ�WKH�VHFWRU��SDUOLDPHQWDULDQV�DQG�WKH�
JRYHUQPHQW�

8QLYHUVLWLHV�8.�VXSSRUWHG�WKH�ELOO¶V�LQWURGXFWLRQ�RQ�WKH�EDVLV�WKDW�H[LVWLQJ�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ�
OHJLVODWLRQ�GLG�QRW�UHÀHFW�FKDQJHV�H[SHULHQFHG�E\�WKH�VHFWRU�VLQFH�������7KH�LQWURGXFWLRQ�RI�QHZ�
OHJLVODWLRQ�GLG�SUHVHQW�ULVNV�WKDW�FKDQJHV�FRXOG�XQGHUPLQH�IHDWXUHV�WKDW�DUH�NH\�WR�WKH�VHFWRU¶V�
VXFFHVV��VXFK�DV�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�DXWRQRP\��+RZHYHU��ZH�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKH�¿QDO�$FW�UHSUHVHQWV�D�SRVLWLYH�
RXWFRPH�DQG�VKRXOG�SURYLGH�D�VWDEOH�IUDPHZRUN�IRU�WKH�VHFWRU�LQWR�WKH�IXWXUH�

7KH�FHQWUDO�FKDQJH�SXW�LQ�SODFH�E\�WKH�$FW�LV�WKH�UHSODFHPHQW�RI�WKH�+LJKHU�(GXFDWLRQ�)XQGLQJ�
&RXQFLO�IRU�(QJODQG��+()&(��ZLWK�WKH�2I6��7KHVH�UHIRUPV�VKLIW�IURP�FRQGLWLRQV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�
WKH�JUDQWLQJ�RI�IXQGV�WR�FRQGLWLRQV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�LQFOXVLRQ�RQ�WKH�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ�UHJLVWHU��,Q�
DGGLWLRQ��WKH�$FW�HVWDEOLVKHV�8.5,��ZKLFK�FRPELQHV�WKH�ZRUN�RI�WKH�8.�ZLGH�UHVHDUFK�FRXQFLOV�DV�
ZHOO�DV�WDNLQJ�RQ�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�RI�(QJOLVK�TXDOLW\�UHODWHG�IXQGLQJ�

7KH�$FW�UHSUHVHQWV�D�¿UVW�VWHS�WRZDUG�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�WKH�QHZ�UHJXODWRU\�V\VWHP�IRU�WKH�VHFWRU��,W�ZLOO�
EH�HVVHQWLDO�IRU�WKH�VHFWRU�WR�HQJDJH�DFWLYHO\�DV�WKH�2I6�DQG�8.5,�DUH�HVWDEOLVKHG�WR�VKDSH�KRZ�WKH\�
DSSURDFK�WKHLU�ZRUN�DQG�KRZ�WKH�VHFWRU�GHDOV�ZLWK�WKHVH�ERGLHV��,W�ZLOO�DOVR�EH�LPSRUWDQW�IRU�WKH�
KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ�VHFWRU�LWVHOI�WR�FRQVLGHU�WKH�LPSOLFDWLRQV�RI�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�WKHVH�WZR�
RUJDQLVDWLRQV�DQG�WKH�LPSDFW�RQ�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�WHDFKLQJ�DQG�UHVHDUFK�ZLWKLQ�XQLYHUVLWLHV��

7KH�OHJLVODWLRQ�DOVR�UDLVHV�IXUWKHU�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�WKH�UHVSHFWLYH�QDWLRQV�
RI�WKH�8.�DQG�D�8.�ZLGH�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ�VHFWRU��7KH�$FW�LWVHOI�LV�SULQFLSDOO\�IRFXVHG�RQ�(QJODQG�
ZLWK�VRPH�QRWDEOH�H[FHSWLRQV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�UROH�DQG�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�RI�8.5,�DQG�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�
RI�GHYROYHG�QDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�7HDFKLQJ�([FHOOHQFH�)UDPHZRUN��7()���-XVW�DV�VLJQL¿FDQW�DUH�WKH�
UDPL¿FDWLRQV�RI�D�VKLIW�WR�WKH�2I6�UHJXODWRU\�IUDPHZRUN�LQ�(QJODQG�DQG�SRWHQWLDO�FURVV�ERUGHU�
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Statutory duties
Central to the development of the OfS will be how it interprets its general statutory duties outlined 
in Section 2 of the Act. These duties place a greater emphasis on the OfS as a market regulator and 
protector of student interests. However, some of the duties are potentially complex, such as the need 
to promote competition in the student interest while allowing for collaboration, as well as the need 
to promote value for money in the absence of significant direct funding capabilities. How the OfS 
interprets these duties in relation to the role of student information and the use of tools such as the 
TEF and Longitudinal Employment Outcomes data will be significant long-term questions for the 
OfS and the sector.

The wider range of regulatory powers given to the OfS by the Act are balanced against a general 
statutory duty to protect institutional autonomy. This was an important concession which will also 
play an important role in defining the OfS’s relationship with the sector. The definition of autonomy 
(Section 2.8) replicates the provisions of the 1992 act, and includes day-to-day management, the 
content and structure of courses, academic judgment, admissions and staffing. The secretary of 
state is also bound by these principles when giving guidance to the OfS (Section 2.5). There will be 
a ‘public interest’ governance condition (Section 14) of registration that must include the principle 
that academic staff must be free to test and challenge wisdom and ideas within the law, without the 
jeopardy of losing jobs or privileges. 

Section 2.1:

1.	 In performing it functions the OfS must have regard to–  

a.	 the need to protect the institutional autonomy of English higher education providers

b.	 the need to promote quality, and greater choice and opportunities for students, in the 
provision of higher education by English higher education providers

c.	 the need to encourage competition between English higher education providers in 
connection with the provision of higher education where that competition is in the 
interests of students and employers, while also having regard to the benefits for 
students and employers resulting from collaboration between such providers,

d.	 the need to promote value for money in the provision of higher education by English 
higher education providers,

e.	 the need to promote equality of opportunity in connection with access to and 
participation in higher education provided by English higher education providers,

f.	 the need to use the OfS’s resources in an efficient, effective and economic way, and 

g.	 so far as relevant, the principles of best regulatory practice including the principles that 
regulatory activities should be– 

i.	 transparent, accountable, proportionate and consistent, and 

ii.	 targeted only at cases where action is needed
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DQG�VSHFLI\LQJ�KRZ�VWXGHQWV�ZLOO�EH�SURWHFWHG��7KH�VWDUWLQJ�SRLQW�IRU�SODQV�LV�OLNHO\�WR�EH�EDVHG�
RQ�WKH�VWDWHPHQW�RI�JRRG�SUDFWLFH�RQ�FRXUVH�FKDQJHV�DQG�FORVXUHV�ZKLFK�IRUPV�SDUW�RI�WKH�FXUUHQW�
UHJXODWRU\�EDVHOLQH�LQ�(QJODQG��7KLV�DSSURDFK�ZDV�QRWHG�LQ�WKH�+RXVH�RI�/RUGV�GXULQJ�WKH�SDVVDJH�
RI�WKH�ELOO��LQFOXGLQJ�

i.	 SURYLVLRQ�WR�WHDFK�RXW�D�FRXUVH�IRU�H[LVWLQJ�VWXGHQWV

ii.	 RIIHULQJ�VWXGHQWV�DQ�DOWHUQDWLYH�FRXUVH�DW�WKH�VDPH�LQVWLWXWLRQ

iii.	 PDNLQJ�DUUDQJHPHQWV�IRU�DIIHFWHG�VWXGHQWV�WR�VZLWFK�WR�D�GLIIHUHQW�SURYLGHU�ZLWKRXW�KDYLQJ�WR�
VWDUW�WKHLU�FRXUVH�IURP�VFUDWFK

iv.	 PHDVXUHV�WR�FRPSHQVDWH�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�DUH�DIIHFWHG�¿QDQFLDOO\

7KH�2I6�ZLOO�WDNH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�HQVXULQJ�WKDW�WKH�SODQ�LV�VDWLVIDFWRU\�DQG�FUHGLEOH��WDNLQJ�D�ULVN�
EDVHG�DQG�SURSRUWLRQDWH�DSSURDFK�WR�DVVHVVPHQW�DQG�ZLOO�ZRUN�ZLWK�SURYLGHUV�WR�HQVXUH�RUGHUO\�
FORVXUH�ZKLFK�SURWHFWV�VWXGHQWV��2WKHU�FRQVLGHUDWLRQV�ZLOO�LQFOXGH�

•	:KHWKHU�WKH�2I6�VKRXOG�UHTXLUH�UHJLVWHUHG��EDVLF��SURYLGHUV�WR�KDYH�SURWHFWLRQ�SODQV�LQ�SODFH�WR�
SURWHFW�WKHLU�LQWHUHVWV"

•	:KDW�VKRXOG�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�VDWLVIDFWRU\�FUHGLEOH�DQG�ULVN�EDVHG��SDUWLFXODUO\�VWXGHQW¶V�SUHIHUHQFH�
IRU�FRQWLQXLW\�RI�VWXG\"

•	(QVXULQJ�D�FOHDU�EDODQFH�EHWZHHQ�SURWHFWLRQ�SODQV��WKH�VWDWXWRU\�DXWRQRP\�RI�SURYLGHUV�DQG�
SURYLGHU¶V�GXWLHV�XQGHU�FRQVXPHU�ULJKWV�UHJXODWLRQV�

Designation of quality and statistical bodies
7KH�2I6�ZLOO�FRQVXOW�RQ�ZKHWKHU�WKHUH�DUH�DSSURSULDWH�ERGLHV�WKDW�FDQ�EH�UHFRPPHQGHG�WR�WKH�
VHFUHWDU\�RI�VWDWH�WR�SHUIRUP�TXDOLW\�DVVHVVPHQW�DQG�GDWD�FROOHFWLRQ�DFWLYLWLHV�LQ�DGYDQFH�RI�$SULO�
������6FKHGXOH���DQG���UHVSHFWLYHO\���7KH�FRQVXOWDWLRQ�ZLOO�UHYLHZ�ZKHWKHU�WKHUH�LV�DQ�DSSURSULDWH�
ERG\�WKDW�FRPPDQGV�WKH�FRQ¿GHQFH�RI�WKH�VHFWRU�WR�FDUU\�RXW�WKHVH�IXQFWLRQV��,Q�ERWK�FDVHV�WKH�
VWDWXWRU\�GXW\�UHPDLQV�ZLWK�WKH�2I6�DQG�LW�KDV�ZLWKLQ�LWV�VFRSH�WKH�SRZHU�WR�GHFOLQH�WR�UHFRPPHQG�D�
ERG\�WR�WKH�VHFUHWDU\�RI�VWDWH�

%RWK�WKH�4XDOLW\�$VVXUDQFH�$JHQF\�IRU�+LJKHU�(GXFDWLRQ��4$$��DQG�WKH�+LJKHU�(GXFDWLRQ�6WDWLVWLFV�
$JHQF\��+(6$���DV�SURVSHFWLYH�GHVLJQDWHG�ERGLHV��ZLOO�QHHG�WR�UHYLHZ�WKHLU�DSSURDFK�WR�GHOLYHULQJ�
FRUH�VHUYLFHV�WR�HQVXUH�DOLJQPHQW�EHWZHHQ�WKH�SULRULWLHV�RI�WKH�VHFWRU�DQG�WKH�2I6��7KLV�ZLOO�LQFOXGH�
KRZ�VXEVFULSWLRQ�PRGHOV�ZLOO�QHHG�WR�FKDQJH�WR�PHHW�OHJLVODWLYH�UHTXLUHPHQWV�DQG�WKH�QHHGV�RI�WKH�
QHZ�UHJXODWRU\�V\VWHP�ZKLOH�DOVR�VXVWDLQLQJ�QHFHVVDU\�VKDUHG�VHFWRU�DUFKLWHFWXUH��7KH�JRYHUQDQFH�
RI�GHVLJQDWHG�ERGLHV�DQG�WKHLU�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�WKH�2I6�ZLOO�DOVR�QHHG�WR�EH�XSGDWHG�LQ�OLQH�ZLWK�WKH�
QHZ�DUUDQJHPHQWV�

Quality and standards

7KH�$FW�LQFOXGHV�RQJRLQJ�FRQGLWLRQV�RI�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�UHODWLQJ�WR�WKH�TXDOLW\�RI��DQG�VWDQGDUGV�DSSOLHG�
WR��WKH�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ�WHDFKLQJ�RIIHUHG�E\�WKH�SURYLGHU��LQFOXGLQJ�UHTXLULQJ�WKH�TXDOLW\�WR�EH�
RI�D�SDUWLFXODU�OHYHO�RU�SDUWLFXODU�VWDQGDUGV�WR�EH�DSSOLHG���6HFWLRQ������ZKLOH�DOVR�LQFOXGLQJ�DQ�
H[SOLFLW�UHIHUHQFH�WR�VWDQGDUGV��'XULQJ�WKH�SDVVDJH�RI�WKH�$FW�WKURXJK�SDUOLDPHQW��DQ�LPSRUWDQW�

http://www.hefce.ac.uk/reg/sp/
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FODUL¿FDWLRQ�ZDV�DFKLHYHG�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�VWDQGDUGV��ZKLFK�PHDQV�WKDW�FRQGLWLRQV�FDQ�RQO\�UHODWH�WR�
µVHFWRU�UHFRJQLVHG�VWDQGDUGV¶�DV�GHWHUPLQHG�E\�SHUVRQV�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�WKH�VHFWRU�DQG�FRPPDQGLQJ�
WKH�FRQ¿GHQFH�RI�WKH�VHFWRU��6HFWLRQ������DQG�������

$OWKRXJK�WKH�LQFOXVLRQ�RI�VWDQGDUGV�DORQJVLGH�TXDOLW\�JRHV�IXUWKHU�WKDQ�WKH������DFW��LW�LV�KRSHG�
WKDW�WKLV�FODUL¿FDWLRQ�VHUYHV�WR�UHWDLQ�VHFWRU�RZQHUVKLS�RI�WKH�GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�VWDQGDUGV��7KHUH�LV�DOVR�
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Student transfers
7KH�2I6�DOVR�KDV�D�GXW\�WR�PRQLWRU�WKH�SURYLVLRQ�IRU�DUUDQJHPHQ



Implementation of the Higher Education and Research A<</2017Universities UK  13Stru<<ure and functioning of UKRI�7�K�H���+�L�J�K�H�U���(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���$�F�W�������������O�H�D�G�V���W�R���W�K�H���F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���8�.�5�,�����Z�K�L�F�K���Z�L�O�O���E�U�L�Q�J���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���W�K�H���V�H�Y�H�Q���H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���F�R�X�Q�F�L�O�V���Z�L�W�K���,�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�H���8�.���D�Q�G���5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G�����5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G���L�V���D���Q�H�Z���E�R�G�\���W�K�D�W���Z�L�O�O���W�D�N�H���R�Q���W�K�H���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���D�Q�G���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H���I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���R�I���Z�K�D�W���L�V���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\���+�(�)�&�(�����Z�L�W�K���'�D�Y�L�G���6�Z�H�H�Q�H�\���D�V���L�W�V���(�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H���&�K�D�L�U�����7�K�H���Z�R�U�N���R�I���8�.�5�,���Z�L�O�O���E�H���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�G���D�U�R�X�Q�G���L�W�V���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���D�Q�G���L�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�\�����D���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W���W�K�D�W���L�V���V�X�E�M�H�F�W���W�R���D�S�S�U�R�Y�D�O���E�\���W�K�H���V�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\���R�I���V�W�D�W�H�����Z�K�L�F�K���Z�L�O�O���E�H���W�U�D�Q�V�O�D�W�H�G���L�Q�W�R���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\���E�\���H�D�F�K���R�I���W�K�H���Q�L�Q�H���F�R�X�Q�F�L�O�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F���G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�\���S�O�D�Q�V�����:�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���8�.�5�,���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�����W�K�H���V�H�Y�H�Q���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���F�R�X�Q�F�L�O�V���Z�L�O�O���U�H�W�D�L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���Q�D�P�H�V���D�Q�G���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�V�W�L�F�V�����D�Q�G���Z�L�O�O���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���W�R���D�E�O�H���W�R���I�R�U�P���G�L�U�H�F�W���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S�V���Z�L�W�K���R�W�K�H�U���R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����,�W���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���V�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\���R�I���V�W�D�W�H���W�R���U�H�Q�D�P�H���R�U���F�K�D�Q�J�H���W�K�H���V�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�V�P�V���R�I���W�K�H���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���F�R�X�Q�F�L�O�V���L�Q���W�K�H���I�X�W�X�U�H�����E�X�W���R�Q�O�\���D�I�W�H�U���F�R�Q�V�X�O�W�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���V�H�F�W�R�U�����6�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���������D�Q�G�������������6�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����������������S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�V���W�K�H���V�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\���R�I���V�W�D�W�H���I�U�R�P���F�K�D�Q�J�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Q�D�P�H���R�U���D�E�R�O�L�V�K�L�Q�J���H�L�W�K�H�U���5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G���R�U���,�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�H���8�.�����,�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�H���8�.���Z�L�O�O���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���W�R���K�D�Y�H���D���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���I�R�F�X�V�����Z�L�W�K���D�Q���H�[�S�O�L�F�L�W���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W���I�R�U���W�K�H���R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���F�R�Q�F�H�Q�W�U�D�W�H���R�Q���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���J�U�R�Z�W�K�����6�H�F�W�L�R�Q�������������,�Q���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���R�Y�H�U�D�O�O���8�.�5�,���E�R�D�U�G�����H�D�F�K���F�R�X�Q�F�L�O���Z�L�O�O���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���W�R���K�D�Y�H���L�W�V���R�Z�Q���H�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H���F�K�D�L�U���D�Q�G���E�R�D�U�G���P�H�P�E�H�U�V�����W�K�R�X�J�K���U�H�G�X�F�H�G���W�R���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���¿�Y�H���W�R���W�Z�H�O�Y�H���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���L�Q���W�R�W�D�O�������7�K�H���V�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\���R�I���V�W�D�W�H���L�V���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�O�H���I�R�U���D�S�S�R�L�Q�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���H�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H���F�K�D�L�U�V�����D�I�W�H�U���F�R�Q�V�X�O�W�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���8�.�5�,�����D�Q�G���R�Q�H���R�W�K�H�U���F�R�X�Q�F�L�O���P�H�P�E�H�U�����Z�K�L�O�H���8�.�5�,���D�S�S�R�L�Q�W�V���D�O�O���R�W�K�H�U���P�H�P�E�H�U�V�����7�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���D���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���S�U�R�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���W�K�H���$�F�W���W�R���H�Q�V�X�U�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���2�I�6���D�Q�G���8�.�5�,���F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�H���H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\�����7�K�L�V���F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���I�R�U���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���K�L�J�K�H�U���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�U�V�����J�L�Y�H�Q���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���2�I�6���D�Q�
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DWWDFKHG��DQG�WKH�DPRXQW�JUDQWHG�WR�HDFK�RI�WKH�VHYHQ�FRXQFLOV��7KLV�LV�GHVLJQHG�WR�JLYH�SXEOLF�
RYHUVLJKW�RI�WKH�SURFHVV��DQG�WR�HQFRXUDJH�UHVSRQVLEOH�DOORFDWLRQ�RI�IXQGLQJ�WR�WKH�GLIIHUHQW�FRXQFLOV��

7KH�JRYHUQPHQW�DOVR�PDGH�FOHDU�WKDW�WKH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�8.5,�±�ZLWK�ERWK�UHFXUUHQW�DQG�JUDQW�
IXQGLQJ�EHLQJ�WKH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�RI�ERGLHV�ZLWKLQ�LWV�VWUXFWXUH�±�ZLOO�QRW�XQGHUPLQH�WKH�GXDO�
VXSSRUW�V\VWHP��5HSHDWHG�DVVXUDQFHV�ZHUH�JLYHQ�WKDW�GXDO�VXSSRUW�ZRXOG�EH�SURWHFWHG��SRLQWLQJ�WR�
SURYLVLRQV�LQ�6HFWLRQ�����ZKLFK�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�HVWDEOLVK�WKH�µEDODQFHG�IXQGLQJ�SULQFLSOH¶�RQ�WKH�
IDFH�RI�SULPDU\�OHJLVODWLRQ��7KH�VDPH�VHFWLRQ�DOVR�SURWHFWV�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�DXWRQRP\�E\�SUHYHQWLQJ�
WHUPV�DQG�FRQGLWLRQV�EHLQJ�DWWDFKHG�WR�5HVHDUFK�(QJODQG�IXQGLQJ�ZKLFK�UHODWH�WR�SURJUDPPHV�RI�
UHVHDUFK��VWDII�UHFUXLWPHQW�RU�VWXGHQW�DGPLVVLRQV�
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Stage Date
7()�<HDU���RXWFRPHV�DQQRXQFHG ���-XQH�����
$SSRLQWPHQW�RI�2I6�&(2 -XQH�������H[SHFWHG�
&DOO�IRU�H[SUHVVLRQV�RI�LQWHUHVW�IRU�GHVLJQDWHG�TXDOLW\�DQG�VWDWLVWLFDO�
ERGLHV

6XPPHU�����

3XEOLFDWLRQ�RI�7()�OHVVRQV�OHDUQHG��UHYLVHG�VSHFL¿FDWLRQ�IRU�7()�\HDU�
WKUHH�DQG�VXEMHFW�OHYHO�SLORWV

-XQH�-XO\�����

)XOO�2I6�FRQVXOWDWLRQ�RQ�UHJXODWRU\�IUDPHZRUN�SXEOLVKHG 6HSWHPEHU�2FWREHU�����
7HFKQLFDO�FRQVXOWDWLRQ�RQ�2I6�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�IHHV $XWXPQ�:LQWHU�����
7HFKQLFDO�FRQVXOWDWLRQ�RQ�GHVLJQDWLRQ�RI�TXDOLW\�DQG�VWDWLVWLFDO�ERGLHV $XWXPQ�:LQWHU�����
'I(�FRQVXOWDWLRQ�RQ�JXLGDQFH�IRU�JUDQWLQJ�XQLYHUVLW\�WLWOH 7%&
7KH�2I6�DQG�8.5,�FRPPHQFH�RSHUDWLRQ $SULO�����
'HVLJQDWLRQ�RI�TXDOLW\�DQG�VWDWLVWLFDO�ERGLHV�E\�VHFUHWDU\�RI�VWDWH $SULO�����

'HDGOLQH�IRU�DSSRLQWPHQW�RI�LQGHSHQGHQW�UHYLHZHU�RI�WKH�7()�E\�
VHFUHWDU\�RI�VWDWH

���$SULO�����

5HJLVWHU�RI�(QJOLVK�+LJKHU�(GXFDWLRQ�3URYLGHUV�WUDQVLWLRQDO�\HDU�
commences

6HSWHPEHU�����

)LQDO�WUDQVLWLRQ�WR�5HJLVWHU�RI�(QJOLVK�+LJKHU�(GXFDWLRQ�3URYLGHUV 6HSWHPEHU�����
(DUOLHVW�DFDGHPLF�\HDU�SHUPLVVLEOH�IRU�WKH�VHFUHWDU\�RI�VWDWH�WR�VHW�D�
VXE�



http://data.parliament.uk/DepositedPapers/files/DEP2017-0173/Younger_dear_colleague_letter_on_the_HE_R_Bill.pdf
http://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/policy-and-analysis/reports/Documents/2017/uuk-guildhe-letter-higher-education-research-bill-250417.pdf
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Advice to the 
Secretary of 
State

6HFWLRQ����VHWV�RXW�WKDW�+()&(�VKDOO�SURYLGH�DGYLFH�WR�WKH�VHFUHWDU\�
RI�VWDWH�RQ�WKH�SURYLVLRQ�RI�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ�µDV�KH�PD\�IURP�WLPH�
WR�WLPH�UHTXLUH¶�LQ�D�PDQQHU�GHWHUPLQHG�E\�WKH�VHFUHWDU\�RI�VWDWH��
+()&(�PD\�DOVR�SURYLGH�DGYLFH�DERXW�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ�SURYLVLRQ�LW�
FRQVLGHUV�DSSURSULDWH�

6HFWLRQ����HVWDEOLVKHV�WKH�SRZHU�RI�VHFUHWDU\�RI�VWDWH�WR�UHTXLUH�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�DGYLFH�IURP�WKH�2I6�

:KLOH�WKHUH�LV�QR�OHJLVODWLYH�PHFKDQLVP�IRU�WKH�2I6�WR�JLYH�
XQVROLFLWHG�DGYLFH�WR�WKH�VHFUHWDU\�RI�VWDWH��WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�KDV�
EHHQ�FOHDU�WKDW�WKH\�HQYLVDJH�WKLV�WR�KDSSHQ�ZKHQ�QHFHVVDU\�

Quality 
assessment

6HFWLRQ����UHTXLUHV�+()&(�WR�µVHFXUH�WKDW�SURYLVLRQ�LV�PDGH�IRU�
DVVHVVLQJ�WKH�TXDOLW\�RI�HGXFDWLRQ�SURYLGHG�LQ�LQVWLWXWLRQV�IRU�ZKRVH�
DFWLYLWLHV�WKH\�SURYLGH��RU�DUH�FRQVLGHULQJ�SURYLGLQJ��¿QDQFLDO�
VXSSRUW¶��

7KH�VDPH�VHFWLRQ�DOVR�VHWV�RXW�WKH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�WKH�4XDOLW\�
$VVHVVPHQW�&RPPLWWHH�WR�SURYLGH�DGYLFH�RQ�WKH�GLVFKDUJH�RI�WKLV�
GXW\�

6HFWLRQ����DOORZV�WKH�2I6�WR�µDVVHVV��RU�PDNH�DUUDQJHPHQWV�WR�
DVVHVV��WKH�TXDOLW\�RI��DQG�VWDQGDUGV�DSSOLHG�WR¶�(QJOLVK�KLJKHU�
HGXFDWLRQ�SURYLGHUV��6HFWLRQ����UHTXLUHV�WKH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�D�
4XDOLW\�$VVHVVPHQW�&RPPLWWHH�WR�SURYLGH�DGYLFH�RQ�LWV�IXQFWLRQV�
XQGHU�6HFWLRQ����

6HFWLRQ����HVWDEOLVKHV�WKH�7HDFKLQJ�([FHOOHQFH�)UDPHZRUN�LQ�
SULPDU\�OHJLVODWLRQ��ZKLOH�6FKHGXOH���VHWV�RXW�KRZ�WKH�DVVRFLDWHG�
WXLWLRQ�IHH�OLPLW�OLQN�ZLOO�IXQFWLRQ�

6FKHGXOH���RI�WKH������DFW�VHWV�RXW�LQ�GHWDLO�WKH�IXQFWLRQV�RI�DQ\�
ERG\�GHVLJQDWHG�E\�WKH�2I6�WR�DVVHVV�TXDOLW\�ZLWKLQ�WKH�KLJKHU�
HGXFDWLRQ�VHFWRU�

Degree-
awarding 
powers and 
university 
title

6HFWLRQ����HVWDEOLVKHV�WKDW�WKH�3ULY\�&RXQFLO�PD\�VSHFLI\�E\�RUGHU�
WKDW�DQ�LQVWLWXWLRQ�LV�FRPSHWHQW�IRU�GHJUHH�DZDUGLQJ�SRZHUV��7KH�
JUDQWLQJ�RI�GHJUHH�DZDUGLQJ�SRZHUV�DOVR�DOORZV�LQVWLWXWLRQV�WR�
DXWKRULVH�RWKHU�SURYLGHUV�WR�JUDQW�DZDUGV�RQ�WKHLU�EHKDOI��WR�JUDQW�
DZDUGV�MRLQWO\�ZLWK�DQRWKHU�LQVWLWXWLRQ��DQG�WR�GHSULYH�DZDUGV�
JUDQWHG�WR�SHUVRQV�E\�WKH�LQVWLWXWLRQ�

6HFWLRQ����VHWV�RXW�WKDW�WKH�XVH�RI�XQLYHUVLW\�WLWOH�UHTXLUHV�WKH�FRQVHQW�
RI�WKH�3ULY\�&RXQFLO�

7KH������DFW�PRYHV�DXWKRULW\�RYHU�GHJUHH�DZDUGLQJ�SRZHUV�DQG�
XQLYHUVLW\�WLWOH�DZD\�IURP�WKH�3ULY\�&RXQFLO�WR�WKH�2I6�

6HFWLRQ����DOORZV�WKH�2I6�WR�JUDQW�GHJUHH�DZDUGLQJ�SRZHUV�WR�
LQVWLWXWLRQV�E\�RUGHU��ZKLOH�6HFWLRQ����DOORZV�WKH�ERG\�WR�GR�WKH�
VDPH�IRU�XQLYHUVLW\�WLWOH��7KHUH�DUH�DOVR�QHZ�SRZHUV�WR�DOORZ�WKH�
2I6�WR�YDU\�RU�UHYRNH�GHJUHH�DZDUGLQJ�SRZHUV��6HFWLRQ�����DQG�
UHYRNH�XQLYHUVLW\�WLWOH��6HFWLRQ�����

8QGHU�6HFWLRQ���������DQ\�GHFLVLRQ�E\�WKH�2I6�WR�JUDQW�RU�UHYRNH�
GHJUHH�DZDUGLQJ�SRZHUV�PXVW�EH�LQIRUPHG�E\�WKH�YLHZV�RI�8.5,�
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